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Scootering
is a hoot

Winnipeg a paradise for
Manitoba club members

K., 50 vou weren't exactly born to
be wild. There's a Winnipeg
group that can show you how to

get your motor runnin’ and bead out on
the road to find adventure and feel the

wind whip
through  your
hair.

Scoot over and
we'll tell vou why
folks have been
burning rubber to
join  Scootering
Manitoba since
the club formed in
early August,

Mike Brandes
just gazsed up his
2 Yamaha Vino
for 3341,

Colin Parker paid 349 to insure his
2003 Yamaha BW,

Robyn Tully says her car (fuel rating:
13 L per 100 km) has formed cobwehs
since het husband gave her a scooter
{fuel rating: 3L per 100 km} as an
enpapementbirthday gift in 1909

Erwin Lagman's wife gave him a 2003
BW for their third anniversary, She dri-
ves the SUV: he scooters.

Earniin
& friends

Carnlin Vesely

Simply put, by Russ Walts, scootering
is a hoot.

“You actually come to work a little
happier,” says Watts, who scoots to and
from work on hiz 1985 Honda Aero. He's
already clocked 3,600 kilometres this
YIAT,

Then there's this litthe-known scooter-
ing Fact from Chris Nykon, who recon-
ciled his Harley dreams with a 2003
Vinn,

“Chicks dig it. Grrandmas, foo,”

[ndeed, Scootering Manitoba's roster
currently has 62 names — male and
female, ages 15 to 65,

“We're still getting between thres and
five new members a week," says club
founder Claudio Sosa. { The club is also
open to moped riders, as well as the
wheel-lezs who want to learn more. )

Scooters, which typically go for
between 32,000 and 33,000, have been
around for decades. They're as common
in Europe as SUVs are in Calgary

Colin Stark has been riding motorbikes
since 1977 and aconters for 12 years

“I was riding the scooter more than
the hike because it was more fun,” the
35-year elementary school teacher says
“The kids love i, I'm the scooter guy.”

OK. But isn't it, um, kind of uncool to
be & “mild one” instead of a “wild one™
Zipping around town on a 4%¢cc “bike”
that tops out &t around S0km-h, wearing
a helmet and protective gear?

Erandes, a burly bearded gent who
stands over six-leet tall, says kids some-
times laugh at him while he scooters
through school zones, but “most people
think it"s conl." He loves his Vino sa¢
much, he souped it up — chrome trim,
pak dashboard with a cleck, mahogany
floorboards, windshield. ;

Winter aside, Winnipeg 15 a scootering
paradise because it's so flat and lacks
thoroughfares that push speed limits to
seooter-prohibitive levels, the Toronto
transplant says. “1 bought a motorhike
{a vear after the Vino), but I want to sell
i."

Az with mtorcycles, scopters can be
dangerous in the hands of an unprepared
rider.

Sousa, who rides a 1974 Lambretta and

i5 also a motorcyclist, emphasizes that
while Scootering Manitoba 15 a social
club, its mandate includes education,
training and following rules of the
road. Although there is no
rnandatory traming for scoot-
ers, vou need a Class 5§ dri-
ver's licence, a helmet and
the ability to handle a 250-
pound vehicle.

“The biggest miscon-
ception is that it's hke a
bicvele and that you can
ride in shorts and san-
dalz,” Sousa =ays, _

“Our club phalosophy 15
to make people safer and
better riders s0 we can take
care of the safety and have
more fun.”

For more information abaoul
Scootering Manitoba, call 299-8379
or check the Web at; www.scoobering-
manitoba.com
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Club founder Claudio Sousa (centre, on white scooter) poses with other members of Scootering Manitoba.



